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Location is key for German artist and filmmaker Pfeifer, known for 

culturally sensitive and research-intensive video works. Over recent 

years, Pfeifer has traveled to the southernmost tip of South America to 

document the indigenous people of Tierra del Fuego, to the streets of 

Brooklyn to create a music video with the Flatbush ZOMBiES, to the 

urban chaos of São Paulo to film crystal healers and other religious 

leaders, and to his native East Germany, where he interviewed members 

of the far-right PEGIDA movement. “His videos are politically committed 

and at the same time characterized by an almost anthropological view,” 

notes Kunsthalle Wien curator Vanessa Joan Müller, who recently con-

tributed an essay to one of Pfeifer’s catalogues. “He observes cultural 

upheavals from an interested distance and transforms his impressions 

into fascinating films that deconstruct exoticism in favour of insight.”

His 2015 collaboration with the ZOMBiES titled #blacktivist has resulted 

in nearly 3 million YouTube views—and resounding praise for the artist. 

The resulting two-channel video installation debuted at Goethe-Insti-

tut’s New York space, Ludlow 38, and went on to feature at this year’s 

editions of The Armory Show and Art Cologne, and at Berlin’s ACUD 

theater. This fall, Pfeifer opened his first comprehensive institutional solo 

exhibition, curated by Kirsa Geiser at the Museum of Contemporary Art 

Leipzig, featuring the 10-part film resulting from his time in São Paulo in 

which he documents the varied religious rituals of Brazil’s diverse pop-

ulation. Currently Pfeifer is in Mexico City, researching developments in 

virtual reality and robotics, a project that will take him on to Johannes-

burg, Beirut, Seoul, and Ulaanbaatar. Pfeifer’s momentum carries into 

2017 with group exhibitions at Paris’s Maison Populaire and Lisbon’s 

MAAT, as well as a third solo show with KOW in Berlin.

https://www.artsy.net/article/artsy-editorial-the-top-emerging-artists-of-2016


































































